
Designate an Out-of-Area Contact
During disasters, long-distance calls often connect when local calls cannot. FEMA 
recommends every family designate one person outside the area as the central 
point of contact.
1.	 Choose a contact who lives outside your region — ideally out of state — and 

confirm their willingness to serve.
2.	Share the contact’s info with every family member and include it on all contact 

cards and your go bag list.

Contact Name Phone Back Up

Local Emergency 
(9-1-1)

Fire Department 
(Non-Emergency)

County Sheriff/ 
Police

Family Member 1

Family Member 2

Out-of-Area  
Contact

Neighbor 1

Neighbor 1

Children’s School

Workplace

Veterinarian/ 
Pet Boarding


